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nuwe without” any tl‘a,mmg ‘ot “tost ‘of fitness- 6‘1~
q'{lallﬁca,tmné How 6ften e find it to be ths cash
that 2 worthy woman, havd pressed by the cates of
libr household, resorts to this kind of work as'a
means of supplementmg her slender inconie; or the'
wido#w womau deprived of her breadwmner, who
Has to turd fo .and work to keep her little home
thgether, talkes.y loily-shop or.a manvle, and; in the’
1ﬁeaﬁt1me, ,makes it known that she' is va,lla.ble far
gbmg out’ amdng the pedpls as. a montth nﬁrse,

P widow’s - weeds Taid  aside for ‘the murse’s
unifprin.  Afier ‘a time she ‘disposés of -her lolly--
shop zﬁld mancle, takes .’ cottage or a house in a:
térmcel thh soon’ bacomes ‘known:"as a pnvate*
h‘osﬁlﬁaf where patmnts are thken in. :

Tlns condition’ of things largely explains how 'the °
obsbetne bra.neh of nutsmg has 55 long Yemained in*
stich 3 ﬁemlous state, to the danger “of the whole”
cbmmumby ‘and ‘a menacs to healbh and humar tife.

* Thd'evils of such a system’ have sothewhat been-
mitigatéd within ‘the last few years hy supplymg
the commumby with & class of nurses who have’ at
least ‘recelvéd an élementar y course ‘of mstruchon in
nhrsmg ag applied to lying-in ‘women,, and who arg’
doitig a gréat’ deal to chspla:ce the’ primitive fype. -
Thé nndWlfery cdurse of training ‘embrices ‘a shott”
course of lectures oii the 'séigncs ard ‘ars’ of ‘mid-*
erel ry an,d practical mstrucbxon in tho" principlés of
nursmg 'as applied to thé' lying-in patient.” In. the’
miajorify of the maternity schools” of .Gireat Britain'
and Treland the period of training for such nurses '
extends over a’term of three months, after ‘which”
tﬁey ean ‘receive a “cértificato or diploma, certlfymo
that they have Teceived such’ ‘training; and ‘on the '
pbk,sessi,on of . which, . it g -feated, - many Women
presume 6 pose aé fully tramed ‘nurses a8 well as
mldwwes ‘

The " Sydney M1dw1fery Schools insist upon their
o’[)stemc nrsing. pupils servmg, at least; a period of *
six” months, ahd Cin the cate of ‘the 'Benevolen“o
Sooxety anci the Women’ s Hospital a period of twelve ,
moiths* is’ #équired for training. The midwifery
nuses that undergo the twelve months’ course also
get sorhe experience in- surgical nursing; @s it ‘is
natura,lly difficult to separa.te obstetric work from -
cbitain forms of surglcal work in a- modern “and-
Well equlpped womien’s hospital. - Here, agaifi, there
1s a liability for the' obstetric nurse,’so tramed to
assume the 78le of thé surgical nurse, and enJoy a
status and position which take the general- nurﬁe
four'years’ hard training to reacl.

The  existerice of so many nursing bystems or,
rather, the"absence of a definite system, is, I am
stre, adm1tted by all to'be most unsat1sfactory, and"
clea,rly points to the hecessity that exists for some
course of action bemg taken ~tliat- would place. the
matter of the nurses’, ‘training on 21 accurate and,
well- deﬁned basie, * "

M'y otn view of the questlon is that such'ah ehd-
is' 'best reached ‘thiough' some *suitable form of
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legislative acfioni ‘Tt is ha¥d. 1o ‘understand why
there should be so much opposition shown against
regulating. the nursing -profegsion or the nurses’
calhng by Act of Parliament. Strange.to say, the:
opposition comes chiefly from the medical professmn,
on the ground that such ‘a regulation by statute’
catries with it the xisk for the nurse to assume the '
responsibility and status of a medical practitionet,,
It appears to me thab legislation is just the very”
way to, prevent'such & risk by making itan mﬂlct-
able offente for her to, undertake duties and* respoti: "
sibilities that she is ndt quahﬁcd for, The dangér”
at the” time in this’ direction is Dot apparént, so
fiv as the ‘géneral Turse is concerned; for she’

* adts generally under- the ‘orders and d1rect10n< of’

the medical practitioner, to whom she is responsible;
but - the obstetric nurse or niidwife frtequefntly
undertakés, the care-and . respons1b111by of a Jying'in{
patient—-from 'start to finish—gnd every medié al*
practitioner knows from experience that the moro.
ignorant the woman the less sense of danger she
shows, and to be without a keen ‘sense of all the
dangers that the parturient woman is face ‘tb: face,
with i in itself, almost the greatest danrrel' ‘bhdt*
the unfortunaté patlent has to endurs. o

Tt is'essential in the public interest that all calhngs
ot professions that are concerned with human livés*
afid th¢ health of human beings should be so regu-
1a:led‘ Such &' provision exists in most c1v1hsed
cduntries, ~ Australia has not yet: moved in’that-
direction, “though both ‘N ow Zealand and Cape’
Colony have their’ nurses leglslatuon in-, force,
Great Britain and Irélanid, as I have already pointed
out, have pheir ]emslatmn ag apphed to midwivés,*
but gt the’ present tirie strong efforts'are ‘Y)emg nmade’
to extend the law. #0 as to embraca the'general®
nyrse, and a Bill hai§ been drafted for this purposs
with & view of bhing submitted to Parliament. '

JFor'my own part; I would like to see m1dw1fery
ntu'sm g embraced ‘in the genera,l niurse’s training,’ I°
can see o practical difficulty in the’ way of making -
it it in, and, so far as I know, there is no sclentlﬁc
reason, that can be urged against i, Provision
could be made for training-the nurse in this special
sibject” by our gemeral iralnmg hospitals having
attached to. them'a maternity ward, or allowing’ the
nirse in the lagh year of her tmmmg to uttend for a
short doursé of instrviction”at 'a maternity hospital. -
A beginning has been made in this direction by the
bOard of management of both Prince Alfred and
Sydney Hospitals. It is so far not made compul-
s0ry in-these mstltutlons for the nurse to take up’
the- m1dw1fery branch § it is- still optional, though
many nurses, I am glad to say, have oxpressed their
désire to take advantage of this provmon 1‘1119
advantages of such a system would be that in outse'
of time thé general nurse would 0ome t0 absorb-thie |
nhdwﬂery m'lrsmg, thug giving the’ ‘paticnt thcg
behefi of the *ervwes of ¢ an all-round trained nurse:-
Stich &"nurse’would' be more likelyto be" bebtdr
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